
 

 

Monthly Newsletter                 February 2023 
 

Mancos Public Library 
 211 West First St.              Mancoslibrary.org              970-533-7600 

 “As Thoreau wrote, ‘It’s not what you look at that matters, it’s what 
you see.’ ”    Matt Haig, The Midnight Library 

 

From the Desk of the Director, Jared Boudreaux  

I hope everyone is staying warm and enjoying all this snow. I 

know I am. 

 

I wanted to take this time to address the elephant in the 

room… the library is cold! If you’ve come by the library 

recently, you’ve probably realized that we’re keeping it pretty 

chilly in here. This is not by choice, unfortunately, and you all 

have my deepest apologies. We’re doing our best to work on 

this issue and truly appreciate your patience during this time. 

However, we will most likely continue to have issues until we 

completely replace our unit. Rest assured though, plans are in 

motion to have our HVAC unit replaced this year and our 

library will be more comfortable than it has been in years. A 

big project like this is all thanks to the support and funding 

the community dedicates to our great library. And a special 

thanks to all of those who replied to our recent appeal letter. 

 
What is happening at your 

Library: 

  

This is Black History Month!  

See amazing displays in the 

Main Library and other 

departments.  

 

Celebrate Kathy Graf 

February 13, 2-4pm 

 

Knitting by the Fireplace 

with Kathy Graf Wednesdays 

3-4 

 

Conversational Spanish at 

Chavalo’s 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 

from 4-7 

 

One Book One Community – 

The Fireballer by Mark Stevens  

 

EVERYONE HAS A STORY!  

February 23rd from 5:30-6:30 

 

Trivia is live on Wednesday 

nights!   

 

Death Café at 5:30 Feb.16th 

 

The Art Wall: The Work of 

Brenda Belt Ives 

  

Many Teen Activities see 

Jenni’s column for details  

 

Children’s programming, please 

see Erin’s post.  

 

Friends of the Library Valentine 

Bake Sale Feb. 14th,, 8-4.  

 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/74043794


 

We’re hoping to bring several new things to our library in the coming months, not just 

building improvements! 

As always, if there’s ever something you would like to see your local library offer, stop 

by, and have a chat. I love hearing from our patrons and discovering how we can serve 

them better. 

Until next time! 

  

Adult Programs – From the Desk of Midge Kirk  

 
Here we are at mid-winter. Hope this finds you all well. In February we celebrate many 

things, Black History Month, Valentine’s Day, and this year snow!   

 

Valentine’s Day brings images of romance, chocolate, sugar, and love. Let’s focus on the 

love this year. (With the exception of the Friends Bake Sale of course! We can focus on 

that too)  

 

What is love? My experience tells me it is not any of the aforementioned…with the 

exception again, maybe, of chocolate! I think love is caring for our planet in the best 

way we can; the smile we offer to a stranger; the kindness offered to someone who is 

lonely or suffering; a hug or hand extended; listening; volunteering; not making a snide 

remark when one may be on our tongues!  I think these things and so many more are 

expressions of true love. Let’s all try and remember that sometimes the smallest things 

are truly the biggest, and let’s spread some love!   

Sending love to each of you reading this.  

 

 
 

Gloria Thatch Woody has been making wonderful displays for years for us. Things 

were interrupted by Covid, but she will be returning this year, with another beautiful 

display. She puts a lot of love, thought, and energy into these. We appreciate you, 

Gloria, thank you! Come on by and enjoy what she is sharing.  

 

Our own Mark Stevens has just released a new book! We know his Allison Coil Series, 

but this one is different. It is The Fireballer. No spoilers here but we are collaborating 

with Dolores and Cortez once again, for One Book, One Community read of this book.  



 

Each Library has a display and multiple copies available. The author will come to each 

library for an informal evening of discussion and book signings.  Mark will be here in 

Mancos on March 30th at 7 pm. 

 

                                 
 

Dolores and Cortez are posing dates in April. This book is highly acclaimed, some 

reviews are at the Mancos display. Check it out!  

 

                                                     
 
We are very grateful to Kathy Graf for her many years as part of the library family. ALL 

are invited to come and thank her on February 13 from 2-4 at the Library. Light 
refreshments will be served. It would be wonderful if the whole community came by to 

wish her well and thank her. She will always be a part of the Library Family! We love 
and miss you, Kathy!  

  

 
 



 

 

EVERYONE HAS A STORY! is a community writing project, a collaboration between 

Jenni and Midge, that invites all beings to gather in a safe, fun, and free place to write 

and share if you wish, your stories. This is a multi-generational event aimed at inclusion. 

We will have short video clips, videos, readings, etc. to inspire. Thursday, February 23rd, 

from 5:30-6:30) For more information, call the library at 533-7600. 

 
Death Café continues the Third Thursday of every month – February 16, at 5:30 in the 

small meeting room. 

 

The art wall in February features the mixed-media artwork of Brenda Belt Ives, a local 

artist, and educator. A celebration of vibrant colors, patterns, textures, and papers 
brightens the wall as we enjoy winter and head into spring. Using a wide variety of 

materials, Brenda creates joyous canvases and pushes the limits of conventional art 
techniques. 

 

Join Brenda and Bryan Kyle on Saturday, February 18th, 1:00~4:00, for a mixed-media 

workshop entitled, ‘BOOKS REIMAGINED’ and explore a variety of methods for 

altering old books and magazines. This is a collective art experience designed to 

embolden your muse! Please bring a utility knife, glue gun, special photos, memorabilia, 

scrapbook supplies, embellishments, and ephemera. if you can. Registration is required. 

There will be a sign-up sheet at the front desk, space is limited to 10. A supply fee of 

$10 is also required. This promises to be a fun afternoon. 

 

 
 

 
Conversational Spanish meets at Chavolo’s on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month 

from 6-7 pm 
 

We are hard at work planning films/discussions and a community project because of the 

survey that some of you completed. More to come in the very near future.  
 

Young Adult Programs – From the Desk of Jenni Kitchen, YA Coordinator  

 
For the Love of Reading, of Kindness, of Our Hearts 

I am hopelessly romantic! I am awfully fond of love! I read poetry and wait for the moon 



 

to smile each month. And I wait for February every year so I can think up ways to show 

those I love how much I care and appreciate them! I love to give stickers, art supplies, 

books, music, and food to those that surround me with love. As you may know, I have 

several children (some are adults now) and I love to take them out for special treats. We 

call them our special dates. We may go shopping or out to eat or we could just take a 

walkabout. Giving special time to those you love is important, especially in these busy 

times we live in. Take some time out to enjoy your love’s company. 

This month look toward my YA display area to find a Blind Date with a Book and a 

recipe to make Chocolate Truffles! These truffles are easy enough to make with the 

kiddos! And so good they should be shared! �� 

You can also pick up a Kindness Calendar to inspire kindness in your household. Also 

grab a Taking Care of Our Hearts Together, a handout to help you and your loves take 

care of yourselves and each other. 

Happy Month of Love, Kindness, and Hearts! 

 
 

 
TEEN EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 

 

Teen Game Night Friday, February 3rd, 6-9 pm 

Teen Comic Book Club Tuesday, February 7th at 5:30 

Everyone has a story Thursday, February 9th from 5:30-6:30 

Teen Café Saturday, February 11th, 6-8 pm 

Teen Game Night Friday, February 17th, 6-9 pm 

Everyone has a story Thursday, February 23rd from 5:30-6:30 

 
 

Children’s Librarian – from the desk of Erin Bohm 

 
In winter we tend to spend A LOT more time around our house and around our family. 

We can end up really missing social interaction with other parents, other families, and 

our community elders… it’s a winter plateau where we just feel low on reserves. 

Sourcing creative solutions, problem-solving our questions and needs, experiencing the 



 

general uplift we feel when we're around other people - it can all be extra tricky in the 

winter. 

 

To all the parents and caregivers out there: thank you for making the world go around 

for the kids - your own and any kid in our community that counts on you.  

Wondering how to recharge your batteries 

in the gray days of February? 

 

If you find yourself at loose ends on a long, winter evening, maybe folding laundry or 

doing dishes, try listening to an uplifting podcast!  

 

This one is all about parenting & caregiving, by parents and caregivers! 

Better Grownups: a podcast for parents (and caregivers!)  

(https://akidsco.com/pages/better-grownups) 

 

This site also has amazing podcasts for kids: 

Kids Are Ready: Podcasts for Kids  

(https://akidsco.com/pages/podcasts) 

 

This is a great way to provide a break from screen time and replace it with something 

that is both relaxing and super engaging. Pair with some coloring pages and markers, 

and TA- DA! A peaceful, educational, pre-dinner game plan. Here’s a few of my 

favorites. 

• Good Morning, Goodnight: A Kids Daily Podcast 

o Join acclaimed performer Taes Leavitt each morning and each night as we 

greet the day with love and reflection on our connections to one another and 

to the world. 

• Everyday Feels: A kids’ podcast about emotions 

o A Kids Podcast About Emotions. Hosted by Nakita Simpson and pediatric 

psychologist Dr. Ann-Louise Lockhart, each episode starts with a memory 

shared by a listener and follows an exploration of why we feel the things we 

feel. 

• Sarah Jones Breaks It Down: What’s Going on in the World? 

o A weekly news podcast for kids and grownups who want to understand 

what’s happening around the world and why it’s happening now. Emmy 

award-winning journalist Sarah Jones breaks down the news beyond the 

headlines, using interviews, conversations, and compelling stories to make 

news accessible, understandable, and relatable. 

• It’s Okay to Ask: A Kids’ Advice Podcast 

https://akidsco.com/pages/podcasts
https://akidsco.com/pages/podcasts
https://akidsco.com/pages/podcasts
https://akidsco.com/pages/good-morning-good-night
https://akidsco.com/pages/everyday-feels
https://akidsco.com/pages/sarah-jones-breaks-it-down
https://akidsco.com/pages/its-ok-to-ask


 

o You regularly confront situations where it’s not clear what to do, what to 

say, or how to respond. It’s OK to ask for help. That’s why we’re making this 

show. Asking for advice from friends and classmates is a great way to help 

shape your decision-making skills. Hosted by Nina Purewal, It’s OK To Ask is 

a dynamically-created kids’ advice podcast where no two listens are the 

same. Listen to the episode, delete it, then download it again to hear new 

voices with different advice. 

• The Activators: Changing the World! 

o Join kid activist Leo, founder of Dance for Justice, as he celebrates and 

amplifies kids who are activating social change by doing what they love. 

  

Another way to recharge:  

An informal chat & hang to help you coast through the witching hour…. 

 

 
 

Black History Month! 

Please come and check out our display! We have lots of beautiful books and amazing 

stories: some written by African American authors; some featuring Black characters; 

some teaching Black History! 

 

                                   
 

  

https://akidsco.com/pages/the-activators


 

 

Circulation Manager - From the desk of Bernadette Tuthill 

 
February is the shortest month, but there are so many things to celebrate!  Where will 

we find the time?  

 

February is National Library Lover’s Month. The entire month of February is dedicated to 

celebrating libraries, librarians, book lovers and lovers of libraries February 14th is not 

only Valentine’s Day, but it is also Library Lovers' Day... the library has you covered!  

There are books that will warm your heart and your mind. And who knows? You might 

just find the perfect literary companion. 

 

There are too many to list all of them but a few other causes that are celebrated in 

February are: 

 

 American History Month. 

 American Heart Month (heart disease) 

 Black History Month. 

 Cancer Prevention Month. 

 Children’s Dental Health Month. 

 

And special days…… 

Feb 2nd is Groundhog Day 

 and National Ukulele Day.   Check out a Ukulele and learn to play!  

 

Feb 12 is the Chinese New Year 

Feb. 14th is Valentine’s Day and Love your library day 

       
Feb. 15th is Presidents Day 

Feb 16th is Mardi Gras and National Pancake Day! 

 

Dogs even have a lot of things to celebrate in February like National walking the dog day 

and National dog biscuit day.   

 



 

Lots of Love abounds during February. We love our patrons and look forward to serving 

you! 

 

Technology: From the Desk of Kira Taylor  

 
What a wonderful winter we are having! Hope you all aren’t too tired of shoveling. 

Throughout all these wonderful snow days, I have been working hard with the 

networking expert Ruben, who has been donating his expertise through his networking 

company, Hesperus LLC, to help set up our new networking system. Our phones, wifi, 

and internet are now all up and running with new networking equipment and a more 

secure patron network.  I am also slowly starting to deploy new computers with the 

patron login system called Cassie, which will eventually be on all public computers 

except for the rental laptops.  

 

We have signed up for another year with Mango, our language learning program that is 

free for patrons, but if it doesn’t get enough use, we probably will not resubscribe next 

year - so spread the word! It is a great way to follow through on a new year’s resolution 

or prepare for some summer traveling. If you go to our website and click on “Resources” 

and then “Learn a Language” on the drop-down menu, you will find instructions on how 

to sign up for free, and how to put the Mango app on your devices. I highly recommend 

it - it’s an easy, well-paced way to work on your language skills. 

 

 

A few words from the Dungeons of Ryan Matthews, Facilities Manager, and 

Gamemaster 
 

Trivia Night at Mancos Brewing Co. is every Wednesday evening from 6-7:30 pm. 

Teams of up to 6 can participate in person. This is a free event hosted by The Mancos 
Public Library and Mancos Brewing Co. Online participation has been suspended. 

 

LEGO Lab continues through August, every Friday from 1-3 pm at The Mancos Public 
Library for children ages 6 to 14 yrs. 

 
DON’T FORGET, the 3D printer!  For complete and understandable instructions please 

visit the website  https://mancoslibrary.org/   
 

Other Mancos Library News:  
Upcoming Montezuma County Free Legal Clinic:    

 (The Second Tuesday of every month)   February  14th 

- Please contact the Director at Mancos Library at (970) 533-7600 x 301, to be added to the 

sign-up sheet.  

 



 

PLEASE NOTE THERE ARE SOME IMPORTANT CHANGES:  

During Covid, the protocol for this service was changed and all calls were handled from 

home, electronically. Now that we are back to somewhat normal life, all registrants are 

required to come into the library and wait, in person, for their assigned time. That said, 

the assigned time may not actually work out depending on the flow of the day. We share 

this service with Montezuma County, so times are not guaranteed. If you have 

questions, we are happy to answer them. Also, while you wait, we have some wonderful 

books!  

  

Death Café continues on the third Thursday of each month. February 16th at 5:30. 

 Seed Library We are already beginning to package and label new seeds for spring!  

A Word from The Friends of The Library    

 

 It’s almost Valentine’s Day! The Friends are hosting our annual Valentine’s Day Bake 

Sale! It all happens at the library on Tuesday, February 14 between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

We’ll have tables and tables full of tasty treats like cookies, cakes, pies, candy, granola, 

gluten-free, and maybe vegan. There’s a rumor that we’ll also have some gluten-free 

dog treats. We hope to see you there! 

The next meeting of the Friends board is Tuesday, February 7 in the library. All are 

welcome at the meetings. Contact Anne at  southwestanne@yahoo.com for more 

information about the bake sale or about Friends. 

As always, Friends logo hats can be purchased at the library for $20. 

Friends is a volunteer organization that supports and promotes the Mancos Public 

Library. To become a member, go to mancosfriends.org and download the membership 

form. The link can be found at the bottom of the page. 

See you at the library! 

 

 

mailto:southwestanne@yahoo.com
https://mancosfriends.org/
http://mancosfriends.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/membership.pdf
http://mancosfriends.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/membership.pdf
http://mancosfriends.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/membership.pdf

