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 "Great things are done by a series of small things brought 
together." 
-Vincent Van Gogh 

 

 

From the Desk of the Director, Lee Hallberg 

We have a sign by the front door of the library that states “The Library is for 
Everyone”. At first consideration, this statement seems simple. Dig a little deeper 
though, and you discover how profound it is.  
 
Libraries are not the kinds of institutions leaders usually bring up when they discuss 
social capital and how to build it. However, libraries offer something for everyone, 
regardless of whether they’re a citizen, a permanent resident, or even a convicted felon 
– and all of it for free.  
 
Libraries and their social infrastructure are essential not only for a community’s vitality 
but also for buffering all kinds of personal problems – including isolation and loneliness. 
There are currently more people living alone than at any point in history. That’s 
concerning, due to the fact that a large body of scientific research now shows that social 
isolation and loneliness can be as dangerous as more publicized health hazards, 
including obesity and smoking. 

 
Lots going on this 
month… 
 
Trivia night is back and 
it is LIVE! 
 
Interview with Jan 
Wright is at the 
Website. Check it out.  
 
Knitting/Crocheting in 
the Park on July 6th at 
5:30 with Kathy. 
 
Storytime is live again!  
 
Teen Movie Night July 
24th at 8pm. 
 
Lego Lab is returning.  
 
Death Café resumes on 
July 15th outside. 

 
REMEMBER: There is 
still magic in books! 
 



 

As the Mancos Public Library eases back into post-pandemic life, we are starting to 
realize how important our role is in our community. New mothers struggling with 
postpartum depression, senior citizens looking to connect with others, and the 
introverted bookworm looking for a place to go just to know they are not alone all 
benefit from the sanctuary offered by the library.  
 
We are happy to hear from so many of you how much the library has been missed, and 
we are so glad to be back and serving you. Please, darken our door and know that you 
are always welcome! 
 
 
Adult Programs – From the Desk of Midge Kirk  
 
It has been wonderful to see so many of you as things begin to resume in full, here at 
the library.  I have been touched by how many of you have expressed great joy to be 
back and shared how much you missed your library when it was not open!  I’ve also 
been delighted to hear your gratitude for what we were able to do while the pandemic 
was raging.  Thanks for your comments and support as we find our way back. We are 
delighted to see things resume.  
 
You will want to listen to the presentation by Jan Wright, that can be found at the 
website.  She was very inspirational.   
 
This month Christine, who is a local Dog Trainer, Groomer and Photographer.  Her 
business is Lost Dog!  I’m sure this will be a fun one too!!  It should be up on the 
website by the 12th of this month.  Tune in! 
 
More interviews coming up with local businesses, artists and authors.  Stay tuned.  
 
The Art Wall is coming alive again also.  The work of Claudia Whitman is currently 
hanging and will remain for a while.  More wonderful art will be coming.  
 
We are planning a very special project over the upcoming months, an Oral History 
Collection from those who have stories to tell from the Mancos Valley. We want to 
collect these stories and archive them. We are in the organizational stages currently but 
are super excited about this endeavor.  If you have suggestions for those, we might 
want to interview please let me know at mkirk@mancoslibrary.org.  Thanks, and we will 
share more as we launch the project.  
 
 
Young Adult Programs – From the Desk of Jenni Kitchen, YA Coordinator  

To the Dog Days of Summer and National Anti-Boredom Month.  



 

Happy July! The dog days of summer are upon us!  These can be the hottest days of 
the summer, but there are many activities perfect for the summer heat. Here are 
some ideas to prevent the boredom of staying inside in air conditioning… 

 Board Games  
 Puzzles 
 Mad Libs 
 Put on a Show 
 Check out Unplugged play : no batteries, no plugs, pure fun by Bobbi Conner 
 Check out More Mudpies: 101 alternatives to television by Nancy Blakey for some 

more ideas. 

If you can take the heat outdoors, you can go… 

 Swimming 
 Boating 
 Camping 
 Hiking (Check Out Colorado State Parks Kit from the library) 
 Enjoy Evening Outdoor Games  

o Hide and Seek  
o Tag Football 
o Freeze Tag 

 Check out Summer Fun!: 60 activities for a kid-perfect summer by Susan 
Williamson 

 Star Viewing (Check out The Glow-In-The-Dark Night Sky Book by Clint Hatchett) 
o Can you spot the constellations in the night sky?  
o Can you find Sirius, the “Dog Star"? 

There's nothing like cool treats to beat the heat when the dog days of summer arrive! 
July is also National Blueberry Month, as well as National Ice Cream Month! Here are 
some ideas to celebrate July all 3 ways! 

 Blueberry Ice Cream 
 Blueberry Slushies 
 Blueberry Lemonade 
 Check out The Perfect Scoop: ice creams, sorbets, granitas, and sweet 

accompaniments by David Lebovitz 

Have fun this month! Maybe I’ll see some of you during Mancos Days!  

Speaking of Mancos Days, the Mancos Library will be hosting a Teen Movie Event 
Saturday July 23rd from 8 to 11pm. This is an exclusively for teens event and I will be 
serving ice cream, soda, and popcorn. For more info please contact the library (533-
7600). I will also be riding the parade the morning of the 23rd and invite all people of 



 

all ages to join the Mancos Library Rolling Brigade, just come on in and sign up. I am 
looking forward to all the fun of our great town’s celebration. 

 

                

 

 
Children’s Programs, From the desk of Erin Bohm   

Summer is in full swing, and the children of Montezuma County are getting involved in 
all sorts of summertime programming. To assist and increase our communication with 
the families involved in Mancos Public Library’s children’s programs, this month we will 
launch our MPL Parent Newsletter! It will be a fun and effective way for parents to 
see at a glance, the upcoming options for ways to engage their children at the library, as 
well as keep informed of changes, news and information about related programs.  
On the mancoslibrary.org website, the “For Kids” tab has received some sprucing up by 
our mighty I.T. man, Jody, who also added a “Youth Services Sign Up” subscription box 
to the bottom of each children’s program page. By signing up, families can receive a 



 

short, sweet (& smartphone- friendly!) monthly round-up of what is happening in the 
Youth Services department! 
 
Coming soon in the first MPL Parent Newsletter: 
 

 In-person story time returns! Subscribe to hear about new scheduling & a 
continued on-line option! 

 In-person Lego League returns! Subscribe to hear about this year’s plan for 
rebuilding the team! 

 Summertime Reading Program reaches the halfway point! Subscribe to hear 
about upcoming in-person meet up times for participants to support each other in 
their goals and read together! 

 

Circulation Manager, From the desk of Bernadette TuthillHappy July!   

Do you know how amazing your library   card is? 

It can provide you with free books of all kinds, magazines and so much more!  You 
have access to more than 1.4 million items including audio books to check out or you 

can download eBooks or  audio books to your phone or e-reader. 

It gives you access to free movies. Check out DVDs or use your card at home to stream 

movies  on Kanopy. 

Do you need seeds to plant in your garden? A sewing machine? Music keyboard? 
Projector or screen? Borrow them from the library.  There are also American girl dolls, 
early reading and words to grow on kits for children.   

Other services your library provides include computers, free internet, a monthly legal 
clinic, Programs for children, teens and adults, study and meeting rooms, games, and 
quiet corners to sit and relax and escape the summer heat.   

Check out everything that your library card can check out! 

 

Cataloging, From the Desk of Kathy Graf 

I am starting a Knitting/Crochet Class at 5:30 on July 6th, in Boyle Park!  



 

The class includes, Beginning, Intermediate and Advanced knitters or crocheters! Bring 
your projects, yarn, knitting needles and crochet hooks, and a chair.  I will bring some 
supplies for those who don’t have their own yet.  Come join us! 

Some New audiobooks that are at the library: 

How to manage your home without losing your mind | dealing with your house's dirty 
little secrets /  by Dana K. White 

Dana K. White explains that cleaning a house is not a onetime project but a series of 
ongoing premade decisions. Her reality-based cleaning and organizing techniques 
debunk the biggest housekeeping fantasies and help listeners learn what really works. 

Decluttering at the speed of life : | winning your never-ending battle with stuff / by 
Dana K. White 

Dana White identifies the mind-sets and emotional challenges that make it difficult to 
declutter. Then, in her signature humorous approach, she provides workable solutions 
to break through these struggles and get clutter out for good. 

Patterns in the Sand by Sally Goldenbaum 

Beautiful out-of-towner Willow Adams enters into the lives of the Seaside Knitters in a 
most unconventional way, when the police discover the young artist curled up and 
sound asleep in the display window of Izzy Chambers's Seaside Knitting Studio. She's 
come to share her creations that are as colorful as the artist herself. 

To the greatest Heights by Vanessa O'Brien 

This riveting and uplifting memoir by Vanessa O’Brien, record-breaking American-
British explorer, takes you on an unexpected journey to the top of the world’s highest 
mountains. 

The Lions of Lucerne by Brad Thor 

When the president is kidnapped during his ski holiday in Colorado, disavowed Secret 
Service Agent Scott Harvath is his only hope of rescue. 

A word from The Gamemaster Ryan Matthews  

A standout LEGO Robotics League future engineer, Eli Carton was among my first 
choices to participate in a Burro Marionette building workshop that local Artist Lille Diane 
and I developed in late April. The goal of our workshop was to first teach teens like Eli, 
to craft their own burro marionettes using readily available household materials that 
could be “upcycled”. The Teens would then use their new skills to serve as mentors for a 
younger group of children and participate on June 19th during the Mancos event “Burro 
Fest”.  



 

 
In years past coaching Eli in LEGO, the program was an excellent opportunity to further 
develop Eli’s communication and leadership skills. Eli has an amazing conceptual mind, 
easily visualizing solutions and demonstrated consistent participation throughout the 
span of the workshop. In early June, Eli transitioned from instructed to instructor and 
took on a responsible role as mentor with patient enthusiasm.  
 
During instruction it was discussed that selling his creation was an option and proved to 
be a powerful motivational tool that Eli took seriously and quickly became a topic during 
workshops. Discussions ranged from Material costs, Time invested and how to negotiate 
with potential buyers. It was at this time that he shared how he was going to use the 
money from selling his creation. Eli, a Cellist of 5 years and a fan of the (now separated) 
band “Daft Punk”, often talks about composing and producing his own “House” style 
music. It would come as no surprise that Eli plans to use the money from the sale of his 
Burro Marionette to purchase equipment to help him further his musical interests. 
 
As Eli was nearing completion of his project he was encouraged to follow up on potential 
buyers. One of which was Mancos Library’s own Julia Whelihan LaChappelle. At 14yrs as 
of July, Eli inspired Julia with his persistence and the great story of how he was going to 
use any profits to invest into his passion of music production. Julia, recognizing 
similarities between Eli and her own son Easton, knew what it meant to encourage a 
career path.  
 
Coordinating with the Library’s Youth Services Lead Erin Bohm, Eli’s burro marionette 
will be on display in the children’s room and used for educational purposes for aspiring 
youth to come. 
 
It was a great pleasure to work with local artists and colleagues to create such a 
wonderful story to inspire future generations. 
 
Facilities 
Construction continues on the North side of the Library in the “Outdoor Classroom”. 
Please be aware of the ongoing work when visiting the Library’s garden area.  
 
Gaming 
Trivia Night at Mancos Brewing Co. every Wednesday evening from 6-7:30pm. Teams of 
6 can participate in person or online using Zoom and Google docs. Below is a link to the 
“Homepage” where you can find clickable links to all the info you need to participate. 
This is a free event hosted by The Mancos Public Library and Mancos Brewing Co. 
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MlfXOLMMuJr9vQlGTRuQQOx-
bs9diNtJgtwI7czH1tY/edit?usp=sharing 
 
Youth Programming 
LEGO Lab returns in July! Join me us as we welcome the new Youth Services Lead Erin Bohm and the return 
of “in person” LEGO robotics practice!  
 



 

 
 
 

 

  

A word from our IT Guru Jody Payne   

Jody is always ready to assist you with your I.T. issues.  He is making regular appointments at the library.  
He  is at the library M-Thurs from 10 am to 2:30. His email is tech@mancoslibrary.org or call the library for 
an available slot.  

Other Mancos Library News:  

Upcoming Montezuma County Free Legal Clinic:    
July 13 (The Second Tuesday of every month)   2021 from 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM  
- Please contact the Mancos Library at (970) 533-7600 to be added to the sign-up sheet.  
- NEW EXTENDED HOURS FOR 2021! 

 
Despite the COVID-19 closures of libraries across Colorado, the Virtual Pro Se Clinic 
(VPC) clinics will still be held as scheduled.    As a COVID work-around, instead of clinic 
patrons coming in-person to your local public library (which has limited access), the 
volunteer attorney will call each clinic patron's telephone directly, during the clinic hours, 
using the phone number provided.   Whether you're near Dove Creek, Cortez or Mancos, 
the volunteer attorney will call you at the phone number provided, for a free one-on-one 
discussion of your civil legal issue, during regular clinic hours.    

 
Please contact your Mancos Library at (970) 394-0273 to be added to the sign-up 
sheet.   Space is limited. 
 
 
 
Help us build a Gear Lending Library!  
 
A partnership between the Mancos School District, Town of Mancos and the Mancos 
Public Library. Drop off your gently used outdoor gear at the library on Friday, July 9 
and Saturday, July 10. 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 
Reading Buddies!  (We could really use some teen mentors!) 
 
We are excited to announce a new partnership between the Montezuma Youth Alliance, 
The Mancos School District and the Mancos Public Library, “Reading Buddies.”   This will 
happen on Mondays and Wednesdays, at the Mancos Library from 3 -4:30.  The program 
is designed to create a unique situation for High School students and Pre-K youth in 
Mancos this summer.  High school students, mentors, will be pared with young readers 
and trusted adults will engage with the pair for the reading session.     

The goals of the program are: 

To provide empowerment opportunities for youth in Montezuma County 

To support High School youth in getting their required community service hours by 
creating opportunities with support and mentoring from trusted adults* 

To give Pre-K and young elementary school kids extra reading opportunities with “big 
kid” reading partners and trusted adults 

To ignite a love of community service in young people, so that service becomes 
important and central to their lives 

To give opportunities for youth to interface and build relationship with trusted adults* 

To provide opportunities for broadening our youth’s cultural experience within the 
community 

To provide widened perspectives, via new experiences, building self-confidence and self-
esteem in group activities while leveraging the Youth Advisory Committee ideas and 
ideals. 

*Trusted Adults means folks over the age of 21, who have expressed interest in 
mentoring youth, have 3 personal references vouching for them and passed through the 
stringent Background Check requirements of MYA. 

For more information, please call the Library, 533-7600, and speak with Lee. 

 
Death Café 

Death Café will resume on July 15th, and hopefully continue to meet on the third 
Thursday of each month at 5:30. In July we will meet outside the Library either on the 
veranda or somewhere in that vicinity.  Join us for tea, cake and a conversation about 
embracing the sacred in everyday life, including the art of being and dying.  Connect 
with other gentle souls on this Earthly journey and share thoughts and ideas.  Death 
Cafe normalizes a difficult, not morbid topic. It will be wonderful to see you again! 
Please bring your own chair. I will have tea and cake!  

 



 

A Word from The Friends of The Library      

The auction of a night in the Jersey Jim Fire Tower was a smashing success this year. 
Susan Stein placed the winning bid of $300! Thank you, Susan! 

 

 

 

We are very grateful to the Jersey Jim Foundation, which has donated a night in the 
tower to the Friends for many years. 

The Friends meet this Monday, July 5, at 4 pm at the library. We will meet outdoors if 
the weather is nice so come with a lawn chair. Join us if you can. 

This month we'll be discussing plans for the Mancos Days Book Sale. The sale will run 
on Friday and Saturday, July 23 and 24. Thursday evening, the Friends will host a 
“Friends-Only” presale so members can have first choice of the glut of books we’ve 
collected over the past two years. Memberships will be available at the door or you can 
download a form at mancosfriends.org. 

Volunteer sign-up sheets will be posted at the library closer to the date. 

E-mail Anne at southwestanne@yahoo.com if you have questions. 



 

Friends is a volunteer organization that supports and promotes the Mancos Public 
Library. To become a member, go to mancosfriends.org and download the membership 
form. If you are already a member and it’s been a while since you received an e-mail 
from us, please send Anne a note at southwestanne@yahoo.com. Some of the e-mail 
addresses in our database are just wrong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


