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My two favourite things in life are libraries and bicycles. They 
both move people forward without wasting anything. The 
perfect day: riding a bike to the library. —Peter Golkin 

 

From the Desk of the Director, Lee Hallberg 

It’s amazing how quickly things can change in a month - especially after a year like the 
one we just experienced! I am pleased to announce that starting June 1st we will be 
moving into even more “normalcy” than you have seen in the last few months.  
 
To start with, per CDC recommendations and the most recent lifting of State orders, 
masks are now “recommended for non-vaccinated individuals”. We will no longer be 
asking for recent exposure or symptom information at the front door, including checking 
for a fever. However, I want to remind everyone of our continued responsibility for the 
safety of those in our community who are not able to get vaccinated (those with larger 
underlying health issues) or those who desire to have the vaccination but have not yet 
had the opportunity to do so (primarily community members under the age of 18). 
According to my latest research, there are still not enough case studies to truly 
determine whether or not vaccinated individuals can spread the virus to the non-
vaccinated.  
 
Although staff requirements for mask-wearing are also voluntary, you will notice that 
most of the library employees are still choosing to continue to wear masks in order to 
keep everyone safe. I hope many of you will consider doing the same. Additionally, you 

 
Check the webpage 
under adult programs 
for recorded programs. 
New ones coming up 
soon! 

 
The Seed Library is up 
for another couple of 
weeks and ready for 
you. You still have time 
to plant! 
 
Trivia night is back and 
it is LIVE!  
 
PLEASE READ! There is 
still magic in books.  
 
   



 

may notice that we still have our “Do Not Enter if Sick” signs still posted at the front 
doors. I would like to strongly encourage everyone to self-monitor for symptoms of any 
illness, and if you are not feeling well or have a fever then please stay home. I know 
that a good movie or book can be a comfort when you are under the weather, so we will 
continue to offer curbside service if you feel you need something to occupy your time 
while ill. Please take advantage of this! 
 
Additional changes that you will see coming soon include a reopening of our Community 
Meeting Room for group use, reopening of our bathrooms for public use, and opening of 
our inside book drop for ease of material returns. We will continue to sanitize all returns 
and spaces indefinitely. Again, thank you all for your continued understanding and 
patience as we navigate these dynamic times.  
 
Adult Programs – From the Desk of Midge Kirk  
 
Spring is in full swing, and so is the Library!  While we are still not doing many programs 
in person, we forge on electronically for now.  Coming up in June is a talk with artist, 
author and seeker, Jan Wright who specializes in southwest landscape.  

Throughout her 46-year watercolor career, Jan has created over 39 one-woman 
shows, five collaborative exhibits with other artists, and numerous group and 
gallery showings in Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas. Her paintings can be 
viewed in many permanent as well as private collections throughout the United 
States and in Europe, Australia, and Africa.     
 
Jan's recently printed book Encounters with Nature ~ An Artist's Spiritual 
Awakening relates 25 stories, each accompanied by a watercolor painting, of 
adventures and subsequent research of animals, birds, butterflies, trees, and 
stones that came into Jan's life with a profound teaching. 
 
We will have some great interviews with new business owners in town over the 
next few months. Stay tuned.  
 
We are also talking about a summer reading program and discussion for adults 
next summer.  It’s been a long time since we have done that.  What do you think?  
Would anyone be interested in a discussion group, probably late summer, early 
fall, around some of Hemingway’s short stories, led by Larry Grimes?   
Please let me know on both counts! Mkirk@mancoslibrary.org. Thanks.  

Young Adult Programs – From the Desk of Jenni Kitchen, YA Coordinator  

Hello June! 

June, the month of spring and growth. June, the beginning of summer vacation for 
our Mancos students. June, the beginning of the return to some normalcy at the 



 

library. June is also the month I start planning for teen and young adult programs in 
the fall. Want to know what I am planning? Of course! 

I will be planning for the return of teen events in August. We will be returning to Teen 
Café and Teen Gaming every month. Until then I want to see all the teens and young 
adults coming into the library to check out materials and use the wi-fi and computers. 
I missed out on so much of their past year and miss talking to them about their 
interests and dreams. They are my muses when it comes to planning events. I am 
also in the planning phase for Banned Books Week in September, an updated Zombie 
Apocalypse in October (TeenTober), and International Games Week in November. This 
is what I live for: bringing fun and knowledge to the teens and young adults of 
Mancos.  

Until next time, I will leave you with a quote from Ray Bradbury, who has been on my 
mind quite a bit lately. He passed June 5th 2012, was born August 22, 1920 and lived 
and breathed stories. We have several of his books at the Mancos Library and on the 
Cloud Library, as well as the Ray Bradbury Theater on DVD. If you have not met his 
work, I invite you to take a trip to remember. For now, a bit of his experience in a 
library while writing Fahrenheit 451 (a favorite of mine that I highly recommend)… 

“I cannot possibly tell you what an exciting adventure it was, day after day, attacking 
that rentable machine, shoving in dimes, pounding away like a crazed chimp, running 
in and out of the stacks, pulling books, scanning pages, breathing the finest pollen in 
the world, book dust, with which to develop literary allergies.” 

As I try to begin my writing career, I look to Ray Bradbury for inspiration. We have 
something in common, the love of books. He wrote a story that always makes my 
spine tingle with fear every time I read or listen to it. So, I remember him this month 
and hope I have persuaded some of you to check him out! 

 
Children’s Programs, From the desk of Julie Hartline  



 

 

 

Hello everyone! 

As some of you may know, I will be transitioning out of my position as the children’s 
librarian with the Mancos Public Library. Joining the library crew in my place will be 
long-time Mancos resident and experiential education extraordinaire, Erin Bohm. I am 
very excited for Erin to step into this role and know that she will bring with her a deep 
enthusiasm and commitment to the families of our community.  

Over these last three years, I have been blessed to be a part of the library family and 
to have the unwavering support of my colleagues, our director, Lee Hallberg, our 
fabulous board, the Friends of the Library, and this tremendous community. THANK 
YOU! It has been an utter joy to serve the children and families in our community. I 
wish each of you and your families the best and will leave you with one of my favorite 
David Whyte poems: 

Working Together 

We shape our self 

To fit this world 

And by the world 

are shaped again. 

The visible 

and the invisible 

working together 



 

in common cause, 

to produce  

the miraculous. 

I am thinking of the way 

the intangible air 

passed at speed 

round a shaped wing 

easily  

holds our weight. 

So may we, in this life 

trust 

to those elements 

and look for the true 

shape of our own self, 

by forming it well 

to the great  

intangibles about us. 

David Whyte The House of Belonging 

Hello!  

My name is Erin Bohm and I am thrilled to be the new Children's Librarian and Youth 
Lead! I have lived in Mancos for 12 years and throughout that time I have been 
providing the children of Montezuma County with a wide variety of learning 
experiences such as garden education, through Montezuma School to Farm Project, 
and dance arts education at Mancos Creative Movement & Ballet and through the 
Mancos Creative District.  

As an experiential educator, I believe in giving young learners a wide range of 
opportunities to demonstrate what they know and are interested in; I enjoy 
supporting them in discovering new ways to follow their interests. My experience in 
providing early childhood education has taken place in both indoor traditional 
classrooms and diverse outdoor classrooms; my teaching style is experiential and 



 

tactile! My early learning participants have played an especially formative role in 
refining my instruction language - in my view, the vocabulary needed for this 
developmental stage requires the use of simple terms while taking a sophisticated 
approach to the social realm: emotional intelligence, spirituality in nature, body 
language and group cohesion. 

“Educator” is not only how I describe my professional pursuits but also my gift as a 
person. I find joy in using my communication skills in service to others, to expand 
worldviews and open minds. I look forward to serving you and your family! 

 

Circulation Manager, From the desk of Bernadette Tuthill 

School is out! 
Summer is here! 
Mask mandates for vaccinated people have been lifted! 
The library is fully open! 
There are always new books being added to the collection so come in and check them 
out. 
It has been great to see so many of you at the library these past two months. 
Keep spreading the word that the library is open! 
 
See you soon! 

 

Cataloging, From the Desk of Kathy Graf 

Here are some new books that are just in... 
 
Adult Fiction 
 
Ocean Prey by John Sandford 
Darling Rose Gold by Stephanie Wrobel 
He Started it by Samantha Downing 
Baby & Solo by Lisabeth Posthuma 
 
Adult Non-fiction 
 
Expect a Miracle by Danielle Steel 
Building Community Food Webs by Ken Meter 
The Beauty of Living Twice by Sharon Stone 
 
Young Adult Fiction 
 
This Mortal Coil 
This Cruel Design 



 

This Vicious Cure  All by Emily Suvada 
 
Easy Fiction 
 
Little Owl's Day by Divya Srinivasan 
Eyes that Kiss at the Cirners by Joanna Ho 
Be You by Peter H. Reynolds 

 

 

A word from The Gamemaster Ryan Matthews  

 
Trivia Night is back at Mancos Brewing Co.! Every Wednesday night from 6pm to 
7:30pm we meet on the patio and "Live" online through Zoom. To attend online you can 
find our "Home Page" by entering the address below in your web browser or by visiting 
Mancos Brewing Co.'s facebook page and search "Events". 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MlfXOLMMuJr9vQlGTRuQQOx-
bs9diNtJgtwI7czH1tY/edit?usp=sharing 

Ryan also has information about the Library’s part in the Burro Fest and the Marionette 
workshops.  Contact him for details at Matthews@mancoslibrary.org. 

A word from our IT Guru Jody Payne   

Jody is always ready to assist you with your I.T. issues.  He is making regular appointments at the library.  
He is at the library M-Thurs from 10 am to 2:30.  His email is tech@mancoslibrary.org or call the library 
for an available slot.  

Other Mancos Library News:  

Upcoming Montezuma County Free Legal Clinic:    
June 8th (The Second Tuesday of every month)   2021 from 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM  
- Please contact the Mancos Library at (970) 533-7600 to be added to the sign-up sheet.  
- NEW EXTENDED HOURS FOR 2021! 

 



 

Despite the COVID-19 closures of libraries across Colorado, the Virtual Pro Se Clinic 
(VPC) clinics will still be held as scheduled.    As a COVID work-around, instead of clinic 
patrons coming in-person to your local public library (which has limited access), the 
volunteer attorney will call each clinic patron's telephone directly, during the clinic hours, 
using the phone number provided.   Whether you're near Dove Creek, Cortez or Mancos, 
the volunteer attorney will call you at the phone number provided, for a free one-on-one 
discussion of your civil legal issue, during regular clinic hours.    

 
Please contact your Mancos Library at (970) 394-0273 to be added to the sign-up 
sheet.   Space is limited. 
 
Reading Buddies! 
 
We are excited to announce a new partnership between the Montezuma Youth Alliance, 
The Mancos School District and the Mancos Public Library, “Reading Buddies.”   This will 
happen on Mondays and Wednesdays, at the Mancos Library from 3 -4:30.  The program 
is designed to create a unique situation for High School students and Pre-K youth in 
Mancos this summer.  High school students, mentors, will be pared with young readers 
and trusted adults* will engage with the pair for the reading session.     

The goals of the program are: 

To provide empowerment opportunities for youth in Montezuma County 

To support High School youth in getting their required community service hours by 
creating opportunities with support and mentoring from trusted adults* 

To give Pre-K and young elementary school kids extra reading opportunities with “big 
kid” reading partners and trusted adults 

To ignite a love of community service in young people, so that service becomes 
important and central to their lives 

To give opportunities for youth to interface and build relationship with trusted adults* 

To provide opportunities for broadening our youth’s cultural experience within the 
community 

To provide widened perspectives, via new experiences, building self-confidence and self-
esteem in group activities while leveraging the Youth Advisory Committee ideas and 
ideals. 

*Trusted Adults means folks over the age of 21, who have expressed interest in 
mentoring youth, have 3 personal references vouching for them and passed through the 
stringent Background Check requirements of MYA. 

For more information, please call the library, 533-7600, and speak with Lee. 

 
 
MPL Seed Library  



 

 
The Seed Library remains up and still has a nice offering of seeds.  It is late in the 
planting season, but not too late.  Seeds will be available for a few more weeks.  Stop in 
and take some home! 
 
 
Deep bow to our Substitute Staff 
 
Huge thank you to our substitute staff.  You met Julia last month who also does the 
processing of our new books.  This month, meet Diana Negri, long-time library 
supporter and sub.  They help keep the place running smoothly and we so appreciate 
them. They also pitch in on special projects and are just a wonderful part of our library 
family. Thank you!! 

Death Café 

Death Café will resume in July and hopefully continue to meet on the third Thursday of 
each month at 5:30. In July we will meet outside the library either on the veranda or 
somewhere in that vicinity.  Join us for tea, cake and a conversation about embracing 
the sacred in everyday life, including the art of being and dying.  Connect with other 
gentle souls on this Earthly journey and share thoughts and ideas.  Death Cafe 
normalizes a difficult, not morbid topic. It will be wonderful to see you again! Please 
bring your own chair. I will have tea and cake!  

A Word from The Friends of The Library      

We’re allowed back in the building! Friends will meet face-to-face at the library for the 
first time in more than a year at 4 p.m. on Monday, June 7. We may be outside if the 
weather is nice. 

We’ll be talking about the storage shed full of books that we have collected for the 
annual Mancos Days book sale and getting organized for that event. The Mancos Days 
committee has assured us that we are on their schedule of events to sell books on 
Friday and Saturday, July 23 and 24 at the library. See you all there! 

Friends is a volunteer organization that supports and promotes the Mancos Public 
Library. To become a member, go to mancosfriends.org and download the 
membership form. If you are already a member and it’s been a while since you 
received an e-mail from us, please send Anne a note at southwestanne@yahoo.com. 
Some of the e-mail addresses in our database are just wrong. 

 



 

 


