
 

 

Monthly Newsletter                 May 2021 
 

Mancos Public Library 
PO Box 158, 211 West First St. 

  Mancoslibrary.org  970-533-7600 

“… a mind needs books as a sword needs a whetstone, if it is to keep 
its edge.”  ― George R.R. Martin 

 

From the Desk of the Director, Lee Hallberg 

A month ago, the library reopened its doors and it has been an 
absolute joy to have patrons in the building again, browsing 
the collection, reading stories with little ones and sharing good 
energy with each other. When the pandemic started over a 
year ago and we had to close our doors to the public, I had no 
idea it would last as long as it did. If nothing else, the closure 
has helped us to realize that the library is not the same 
without you, the members of the Mancos community, 
darkening our doors and blessing our spaces. I mean, we’re cool and all, but the building 
is just a big, lonely, empty space without your energy. 
 
I want to take this time to remind everyone that the library exists to serve the 
community, and we are always looking and listening for ways in which we can do that 
better. Are you looking for a particular book or other resource that we don’t have? Odds 
are, you aren’t the only one! In most cases, if we can’t get it through interlibrary loan 
then we’d be willing to buy it for our collection. Would you like to see a particular 
program or presentation offered in the library? If it’s feasible, we’ll make it happen. Are 
you in need of a particular service or assistance? Please ask - if we can’t be of service 

 
Check the webpage 
under adult programs 
for a great interview 
with Lille Diane. 
 
After May 15th An 
Afternoon with 
Hemingway with 
Hemingway scholar, 
Larry Grimes, will be on 
the web page.  
 
The Seed Library is up 
and ready for you.  
Please stop in and grab 
some seeds.  
 
Trivia night is back and 
it is LIVE!  
 
PLEASE READ! There is 
still magic in books.  
 



 

directly, we will help you find someone who can. Are you homebound and can’t make it 
here in person? We deliver! 
 
The Mancos Public Library is your community library, and we are here to serve you. We 
are waiting and listening, come check us out! 
 
Adult Programs – From the Desk of Midge Kirk  
 

 
 
It's been an exciting month at MPL.  I have really enjoyed interacting with our patrons in 
person!  It has been delightful.  
 
While we are open, in-person programs are still on hold, but we have an exciting new 
Zoom interview recorded and available for you to listen to with the extraordinary artist, 
Little Diane. She is our own human sparkler. 
 
On May 15, we will be recording an afternoon with Hemingway scholar, author, teacher 
and preacher, Dr. Larry Grimes.  It should be informative and fun.  If you have 
questions you would like to ask Larry, please email them to him at 
LGrimes@bethanywv.edu before 5pm on May 13. He will address them after his 
presentation. The presentation will be at the website under adult programs.  
 
In June we are hoping to do an interview with the multi-talented Jan Wright.  You may 
know her as a talented watercolorist, but she is also an author and spiritual seeker.  She 
has a new book out, Encounters with Nature: An Artists Spiritual Awakening. It is 
delightful and can be found at MPL as well as the Artisans and Maria’s.  
 

 



 

Young Adult Programs – From the Desk of Jenni 
Kitchen, YA Coordinator  

May is Mental Health Awareness Month  

May is my month. May is a month of 
merriment and mirth. May is the month for flowers 
and rain (hopefully). May is also the month when I 
take the opportunity to shout, “It is okay to not be okay.” I shout, “You are not 
alone.” I must also say,” I was born this way.” Nobody should have to feel alone in 
their struggle. We should feel free to share our stories. We never know what someone 
is going through unless we listen to their story. And nobody can know what you are 
going through unless you share yours. It is okay to talk about mental health, 
especially in light of all we have been through and been witness to this past year. I 
share with you some links to learn more about mental health.  

The Born This Way Foundation https://bornthisway.foundation/  

Let’s Talk Colorado https://letstalkco.org/resources/  

Mental Health Colorado https://www.mentalhealthcolorado.org/  

National Alliance on Mental Illness https://www.nami.org/home  

Colorado Department of Human Services https://cdhs.colorado.gov/behavioral-
health/find-behavioral-health-help  

It has been so wonderfully fantastic seeing you all as you come into the library. It is a 
great honor to serve the Mancos community and I sure did miss the live human 
interaction. Until next time, I leave you with a poem.  

 

Dewdrops by Myra Viola Wilds 

Watch the dewdrops in the morning, 

   Shake their little diamond heads,  

Sparkling, flashing, ever moving, 

   From their silent little beds. 

 

See the grass! Each blade is brightened, 

   Roots are strengthened by their stay; 

Like the dewdrops, let us scatter 

   Gems of love along the way. 



 

 

This poem is in the public domain. Published in Poem-a-Day on August 16, 2020, by 
the Academy of American Poets. Visit https://poets.org/ for more poetry. 

 

Children’s Programs, From the desk of Julie Hartline  

The spring winds of change are upon us here in Mancos! Amongst the swirling and 
churning the bulbs are blooming and little by little patrons are returning to the 
library…it’s been wonderful to see all of you!! 

A couple of quick reminders with regard to youth services: 

 Storytime Take-Home Kits: Online Storytime is still up and running and we 
have kits for your little ones to make the experience more interactive. Each kit 
contains musical shakers, play scarves, and bubbles. Ask a librarian at the front 
desk for your free kit. 

 We Are Water Kits: These kits are designed for kiddos ages 6 and up. In 
collaboration with the We Are Water Project we have free kits available for 
students to become water detectives by studying and understanding local water 
systems. Ask a librarian at the front desk for your free kit. 

This month, I’d like to leave you with another beautiful Mary Oliver poem: 

“Why I Wake Early” 

Hello, sun on my face. 

Hello, you who made the morning  

and spread it all over the fields 

and into the faces of the tulips 

and the nodding morning glories 

and into the windows of, even, the 

miserable, and the crotchety – 

best preacher that ever was, 

 

dear star, that just happens 

to be where you are in the universe 



 

to keep us from ever-darkness, 

to ease us with warming touch, 

to hold us in the great hands of light – 

good morning, good morning, good morning. 

Watch now how I start the day 

in happiness and in kindness. 

Circulation Manager, From the desk of Bernadette Tuthill 

April showers have brought May flowers! Be sure to notice the pretty Daffodils and 
Tulips outside the library.  

May brings holidays like Cinco de Mayo, Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. School is 
almost over and summer is right around the corner. 

Are you planting a garden? Check out our seed library.  

It has been a great first month reopening. It was so good to see everyone’s smiling 
eyes behind masks.  

Please pass the word to friends and neighbors that the library is open!  

Cataloging, From the Desk of Kathy Graf 

Here is a small list of books that are newly put in the system. 
 
Adult F 
 
Hyperion by Dan Simmons 
 
Sunflower Sisters by Martha Hall Kelly 
 
Adult NF 
 
Hemingway, Cuba, and the Cuban Works edited by Larry Grimes 
 
Four Hundred Souls edited by Ibram X. Kendi 
 
YA F 
 
Yesterday is History 
 
The Frozen Crows by Greta Kelly 



 

 
E F 
 
Kind Ninja by Mary Nhin 
 
Sometimes People March by Tessa Allen 
 

A word from The Gamemaster Ryan Matthews  

 
Trivia Night is back at Mancos Brewing Co.! Every Wednesday night from 6pm to 
7:30pm we meet on the patio and "Live" online through Zoom. To attend online you can 
find our "Home Page" by entering the address below in your web browser or by visiting 
Mancos Brewing Co.'s facebook page and search "Events". 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MlfXOLMMuJr9vQlGTRuQQOx-
bs9diNtJgtwI7czH1tY/edit?usp=sharing 

If you have questions, you can contact Ryan at Matthews@mancoslibrary.org. 

"Werewolf" (Social Deduction Game) is coming back to Fenceline Cidery this October! Last year on 
Halloween, we ran an event that was socially distanced for all ages to attend and helped chase away 
those quarantined blues! We had roughly 70 participants over a course of 4 hours enjoying great 
food, refreshments and music. More details will follow in the coming months! 
 
Construction 
You may have noticed some construction on the North side of the Library in the "Outdoor Classroom" 
area. Please be aware and exercise caution when visiting the Library as new structures and materials 
will be arriving the next few months. 
 
Mid May, I am working with local artist Lille Diane and a group of teens for the upcoming 
"Burro Fest" June 19th. More details will follow in June's newsletter but here is a 
message from the "Human Sparkler" Lille Diane. 

Hello! Ryan Matthews and I (Lille Diane) are excited to announce an opportunity for youth 
aged 8-13 to participate in our Burro Marionette Building Workshop in June.  The program is 
designed to coordinate with Mancos Burro-Fest 2021 sponsored by the Mancos Creative 
District happening Saturday, June 19th in Boyle Park and downtown Mancos.  



 

We are requesting each student be accompanied by an adult family member or guardian. 
Our goal is to build deeper family bonds, evoke team skills working together, and create 
sweet memories. This will also ensure no student is left behind and all will be successful 
building a marionette. We will also provide training to operate the marionettes by learning 
a short routine to the song “The Hokey Pokey” for the burro festival.  

We can accommodate 8 students per two-day workshops to be held on consecutive 
weekends. We will accept up to 16 students total. After Group One fills up with 8 students 
we will open Group Two for 8 students. Spaces will go quickly. 

Group One (limited to 8 students) Saturday, June 5th 9am-4pm and Saturday, June 12th 
9am-4pm 

Group Two Overflow (limited to 8 students) Sunday, June 6th 9am-4pm and Sunday, June 
13th 9am-4pm  

Marionette Team Practice Thursday, June 17th 10am-2:00pm and Saturday, June 19th 11:00 
am before the Donkey Derby starts. Hokey Pokey parade will be after the derby exact 
time is still being determined. We will know soon.  

If you have any questions, please email me at lille@lille-diane.com (check your spelling of 
Lille is correct before sending) Or Ryan Matthews via the library. Participants will be sent 
details after signing up. Sign-up through the library, matthews@mancoslibrary.og.  

 

 

A word from our IT Guru Jody Payne   

Jody is always ready to assist you with your I.T. issues.  He is making regular appointments at the library.  
His email is tech@mancoslibrary.org or call the library for an available slot.  



 

Other Mancos Library News:  

Upcoming Montezuma County Free Legal Clinic:    
May 11 (The Second Tuesday of every month)   2021 from 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM  
- Please contact the Mancos Library at (970) 533-7600 to be added to the sign-up sheet.  
- NEW EXTENDED HOURS FOR 2021! 

 
Despite the COVID-19 closures of libraries across Colorado, the Virtual Pro Se Clinic 
(VPC) clinics will still be held as scheduled.    As a COVID work-around, instead of clinic 
patrons coming in-person to your local public library (which has limited access), the 
volunteer attorney will call each clinic patron's telephone directly, during the clinic hours, 
using the phone number provided.   Whether you're near Dove Creek, Cortez or Mancos, 
the volunteer attorney will call you at the phone number provided, for a free one-on-one 
discussion of your civil legal issue, during regular clinic hours.    

 
Please contact your Mancos Library at (970) 394-0273 to be added to the sign-up 
sheet.   Space is limited. 
 
Welcome back Julia!  Some of you may remember Julia, and some of you may be just 
meeting her.  Julia Whelihan is back at the library processing books and doing other 
things too. We are all pretty delighted.  Stop by and say hello!  You will be hearing more 
from the wonderful Julia in the months to come.  
 
We also want to recognize Shawn Potter, who has been with the library for quite a few 
years now.  She is humble, quiet and a dynamo.  You may not hear from Shawn here, 
but you certainly benefit from her hard work.  Thank you, Shawn.  
One more person we want to welcome back and say a big thank you to, is Barbara 
Blackford.  Barbara is the volunteer who has covered, mended and recovered books at 
the library for many years now.  During Covid, she was unable to work her magic, but 
she is back now, and we so appreciate her help. 
 
 

MPL Seed Library  
It's up and running and we have had an overwhelming interest already! I am doing a 
happy dance.  Well, I guess it is time to plant! We have simple but nice offering of 



 

veggies, greens and a few flowers and herbs. Each envelope has seeds for a family 
garden, not commercial. There is also a little basket with seed from other years.  They 
have been spot tested and even though they are old, they still germinate.  Please feel 
free to take some. They do not count toward your suggested three-packet limit.  
 

Seed is precious and as you handle them and plant them, please be aware of this.  I 
recently participated in a marvelous program, Seed Libraries, and learned so much.  I 
have a whole new appreciation and reverence for seed.  I would love to see this 
movement grow in understanding and practice.  Please reach out if you are interested 
in being a part of this movement and let’s talk about how we can make it happen. 
Seeds and their stories, passed from generation to generation, must not be lost.  We 
need to be visionary gardeners, dedicated to preserving biodiversity despite the many 
changes in gardening and farming practices. Seeds compose an irreplaceable genetic 
resource that nay well guarantee the security of our future food supply.   

Our Mission Statement: The Seed Library celebrates biodiversity ad sustainability 
trough the time honored tradition of seed saving, nurtures locally adapted and heirloom 
plant varieties and fosters community resilience, self-reliance and a culture of sharing 
for the purpose of resisting the global industrialized food system that can corrupt our 
health, freedom and culture through inappropriate food production and genetic 
engineering.  

Our Goal: To creature a culture of sharing, abundance and community involvement, 
provide the physical space where people can “borrow” free seed ( to be sewn, and 
harvested with some seed harvested from a strong plant and returned in the fall to 
grow the seed bank) and provide education and information about relevant resources.  
Mancos Public Library is a model for sustainability in our community. 

Some Staff Picks    

From Julie:  Over the last couple of weeks I have been immersing myself in Devil’s 
Teeth by Susan Casey. This New York Times bestseller is based on the experiences of 
journalist Susan Casey’s time spent on the Farallon Islands, just off the coast of San 
Francisco. Casey recalls her time spent with passionate biologists who travel to the 
islands annually to study the mysterious and fascinating great white shark. I must say, 
I was surprised that this book grabbed me so quickly and pulled me into the depths of 
shark behavior and the history and the future of the Farralon Islands. I highly 
recommend this book if you’re looking for something out of the ordinary that will 
quickly intrigue the mind.  

From Midge: My Grandmother's Hands: Racialized Trauma and the Pathway to 
Mending Our Hearts and Bodies by Resmaa Menakem 



 

I may have mentioned this title previously, but it is worth mentioning often I think. To 
me, this was the most compelling and understandable book on becoming anti-
racist.  Menakem, a therapist with decades of experience, examines the damage caused 
by racism from the perspective of trauma and body-centered psychology. It gets us out 
of our heads and feeling through our body. This work is a call to action for all of us to 
recognize racism and introduces an alternative way to learn and grow beyond our 
entrenched racialized divide.  I highly recommend this book. 

From Ryan: Be on the lookout for one of my favorite Science Fiction recommendations 
Hyperion by Dan Simmons. Hugo award (1990) and Locus Award (1990) Written in 
1989, book one of four and set in a future where the Hegemony of Man has spread 
over a small leg of the milky way using "Farcasters" (portals) that connect hundreds of 
colonized worlds. The plot follows seven characters on their pilgrimage to the planet 
Hyperion. 
Among my favorite Characters is Martin Silenus, a poet who becomes successful 
through a series of stories about the death of Old Earth. Available soon in the "Staff 
Picks" section at the Library 

Hot off the press and a must read Wet, an anthology of water poems and prose from 
the high desert and mountains of the four corners region.  It is packed with wonderful 
local authors you may already know and others that you will certainly want to know.  
“Out invitation brought thirty writers to the edge of the well.  Look deeply, we said, into 
the experience of water as a living entity.”  Sonja Horoshko, Editor.  Wonderful read.  
It is in the library and waiting for you. 

 

A Word from The Friends of The Library      

The Friends are delighted to give our support to the Library’s outdoor classroom 
improvement project. Funds from a grant weren’t quite enough to cover the scope and 
when Lee asked for our assistance, it was a “no-brainer.”  

We will continue to have our meetings virtually via Zoom until the weather warms up 
or the library can open the large conference room. The next meeting is Monday, May 3 
at 4 pm.  

Want to join the Zoom meeting? Please e-mail Anne at southwestanne@yahoo.com and 
she’ll send you the link. 

Friends is a volunteer organization that supports and promotes the Mancos Public 
Library. To become a member, go to mancosfriends.org and download the membership 
form. If you are already a member and it’s been a while since you received an e-mail 



 

from us, please send Anne a note at the above address. Some of the e-mail addresses 
in our database are just wrong. 

 

 

 


