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In person events are on hold 
temporarily.  But, check our 
Webpage for updates.  Also 
check our FB page for occasional 
fun postings as well.  We still 
connect community.  
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From the Desk of the Director, Lee Hallberg 

Tired of looking at that same pile of library books and movies that have been sitting there for the last few 
weeks? Well, I have good news! Starting next Monday, May 4 at 10 am, we will be unlocking our book drop 
and begin to accept returns of materials as the first phase of our plan to return to service to the Mancos 
community. We encourage you to be patient with us as we ensure the proper protocols are in place to move 
into the following stages. In brief, here is a general outline of what you can expect in the coming weeks: 
 
Stage 1 - We will start the process of accepting returns in our outside book drop on May 4 at 10 am, 
disinfecting and quarantining items for 48 hours before returning them to the shelf. If you are returning 
items, please follow proper social distancing protocols and give each other plenty of space - wearing 
a mask is highly encouraged. 
 
Stage 2 - We will begin offering curbside pickup of library materials to patrons - maximum of 5 items 
at a time. Staff will be wearing masks and gloves. Patrons will be able call in their requests, and items 
would be collected for and checked out to patrons, thoroughly sanitized, and placed outside the front 
doors with a designated pickup time. The timeline for this depends on staff availability and the virus 
situation at the time.  
 
Stage 3 and 4 are still in the works and depend on the availability of rapid testing and setting up 
proper protocols to screen patrons as they enter. They will consist of limited access to the building (2-
3 patrons at one time, observing proper distancing) and requirements for all to wear masks. These 
stages are still at least a month away and have a lot of variables. Our primary concern is for the 
safety of our staff and community. 
 
We have a dedicated staff who loves to serve, and it has been hard for us to not be there for you. We 
appreciate all the support and understanding that we have received from the community during this 
time, and we hope for your continued support as we work to getting back to some semblance of 
normal. 
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Adult Programs – From the Desk of Midge Kirk 

Greetings All.   

Big shout out and thanks to Kathy Graf for her wonderful rock painting workshop.  It was really 
delightful, and I am looking at rocks in a whole new way.   

For those of you participating in Death Café, an email survey indicated that only one person was 
interested in Zoom meetings, therefore, we will suspend Death Café until we can meet again in 
person.  I do have a couple of interesting articles that I will eventually send out to you.   

Adult programming while social distancing and being quarantined is indeed a challenge. Hopefully 
you have all found renewed interest in hobbies, books that may have been laying around for years, 
or just being outdoors enjoying our beautiful spring weather. I completed an embroidery project 
that I began forty-four years ago, a gift for a best friend’s first wedding anniversary. Fortunately, they 
are still together so I can send it to them for their forth fifth. Whatever you are doing, I hope you are 
well.  I sure do miss seeing you all.  

While we are all weathering the storm, so to speak, here are some fun things that you can look at 
while we wait for things to level out.  

https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/health-wellness/2020/03/16/coronavirus-quarantine-100-
things-do-while-trapped-inside/5054632002/ 

Wishing you all peace, joy and health.  Please stay safe friends. Hope to see you soon! 

Young Adult Programs – From the Desk of Jenni Kitchen, YA Coordinator  

Let’s Talk for a Moment. 

Right about now we are all probably feeling like we have been through a mental and emotional upheaval.  Life is not 
what it was a more than a month ago. We are all feeling so many things in so many ways it is hard to keep the days 
straight. I know I’ve found myself thinking I’m truly going to go “crazy.” Well, there is some good news; even though you 
may feel alone (I know I feel alone at times even though I can hear the children running crazy through the house), we 
are not alone. 

Someone has said it and many of us have read or heard it. “We are all in the same storm, just on different boats.” We 
are lucky to be able to connect with each other each day, sometimes even in the middle of the night. We have great 
technology, which allows us to even see each other when we call. I know we all miss our lives, some parts more than 
others. I miss the coffee shop chats and seeing everyone on the street on my errand runs. I have struggled with my 
manic and depressive moments at times but I “keep on keeping on” because I know that “even this shall pass” as long as 
we all do our part. 

I ask you all to give a moment to think about mental wellbeing. In May, we celebrate Mental Health, National Maternal 
Depression Awareness, and Women’s Health. We also give thought to National Anxiety and Depression Awareness (May 
11-19) and National Children’s Mental Health Awareness (May 7).  I have personal experience with mental health 
conditions, and I know how these current circumstances can affect all of us in many different ways.  I ask that you take 
time to remember those in need of an extra good word. Call your friend who just had a baby and is all alone at home. 
Let your children voice their concerns and also let them play (I highly suggest playing with them and then getting them 
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to “play” house with you to get more of those never-ending chores done). Listen to each other and help each other. And 
above all do not forget yourself. Play that game, read that book, take that bath, and certainly eat that chocolate.  

Children’s Programs – From Julie Hartline, Children’s Librarian  

Our youth Summer Reading Program is right around the corner! Although it will look a bit different 
this year, we are excited to once again engage our youngest patrons in a collaborative reading 
experience. This year’s theme is Imagine Your Story and invites kids to delve deep into the world of 
myths, fairytales, and fantasy. The program is open to children 5-12 years of age, although 
younger siblings and children are always welcome to participate with a parent’s support. Last 
year, our community reading goal was 500 books and the kids of Mancos blew this goal out of the 
water reading 762 collectively!!  

Details about the Summer Reading Program as well as downloadable reading logs will be posted 
on our website www.mancoslibrary.org in mid-May.  

News from Bernadette Tutthill, Circulation Manager  

I hope everyone has been able to find some books to read while the library has been closed. I have 
been reading my favorite series "Into the wilderness" by Sara Donati which I downloaded onto my 
phone from our ebook catalog and the cloud library. 
 
Benefits of Reading Books: How It Can Positively Affect Your Life 

 Strengthens the brain. 
 Increases empathy. 
 Builds vocabulary. 
 Prevents cognitive decline. 
 Reduces stress. 
 Aids sleep. 
 Alleviates depression. 
 Lengthens lifespan. 

Stay safe, social distance and be healthy.  Hope to see you all soon! 

Tech News from Jody Payne 

Jody is able to assist you in a limited capacity if you have burning issues while we are all isolated.  His 
email is tech@mancoslibrary.org.    

A word from Ryan Matthews  

Ryan is still doing trivia night on line!  Let the games continue.  

Other Library Services for You 

Upcoming Montezuma County Virtual Pro Se Clinic (VPC) Free Legal Clinic:    
Tuesday May 12, 2020 from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM   
- Please contact the Mancos Library at (970) 394-0273 to be added to the sign-up sheet.  
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Despite the COVID-19 closures of libraries across Colorado, the Virtual Pro Se Clinic (VPC) clinics will 
still be held as scheduled. We're able to do this and keep clinic patrons safe because our volunteer 
attorneys already work remotely. As a work-around, instead of clinic patrons coming in-person to 
your local public library (which is closed), the volunteer attorney will call each clinic patron's 
telephone directly, during the clinic hours, using the phone number provided. Although VPC clinic 
patrons will see a slight shift in how our free legal support is delivered, they should experience no 
significant disruption in service.   
 
There couldn't be a more important time to get this kind of free legal support to your community 
than right now. If you have questions about unpaid rent, employment issues, end-of-life documents, 
custody/parenting time issues, or any other Colorado civil issue, please contact your Mancos Library 
at (970) 394-0273 to be added to the sign-up sheet. Space is limited. 

 

A Word from The Friends of The Library  

We are still loving the library, just from a distance.  All in person meeting have been suspended for 
the time being. Be safe everyone, and this is a great time to catch up on all those books you 
wanted to read.  Hopefully, we will see you soon.  

                                          


