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"Libraries store the energy that fuels 
the imagination. They open up 
windows to the world and inspire us to 
explore and achieve and contribute to 
improving our quality of life." 
 
Sidney Sheldon (1917-2007. American writer and 
producer) 
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From the Desk of the Director, Lee Hallberg 

As we enter into the third week of the library closure, and the second week of Stay at Home orders, I wanted 
to let you know that library staff are working behind the scenes to help keep you informed and entertained! 
We have created a special page on our website, chock full of digital resources and free activities for adults 
and families to help fill the time during our mandatory stay-cations. Check it out at www.mancoslibrary.org, 
click the “What to do until we open again…” link on our banner carousel. Also, like and follow the library on 
Facebook as we will be sharing important local information about COVID-19 and various other educational 
and entertaining resources. 

 
I also wanted to take this opportunity to highlight the plethora of online resources available free to Mancos 

Public Library patrons: 
● We have a vast selection (25,000+ titles) of ebooks and e-audiobooks for you to download to keep 

you reading while the library is closed. These are all accessed through the library’s catalog. To browse 
the collection, simply click the “Catalog” link at the top of our website (www.mancoslibrary.org), leave 
the search field blank and click “Go”. This will give you a list of all items available through the library, 
click the “Available Online” tab at the top of the list to limit to ebooks. You will need to download the 
free CloudLibrary app (found in your devices app store) in order to be able to check out titles. 

● You can take some time to learn a new language! Mancos Library District subscribes to Mango 
language, and online language learning platform with access to dozens of languages (including Pirate!) 
To access, click the “Mango” icon near the bottom of our home page. 

● The library also subscribes to Kanopy movie streaming service, which showcases more than 30,000 of 
the world’s best films, including award-winning documentaries, rare and hard-to-find titles, film festival 
favorites, indie and classic films, and world cinema with collections. To access, click the “Kanopy” 
icon near the bottom of our home page 

● Want to read about what was going on in Colorado during the 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic? Check out 
the Colorado Historic Newspaper collection, a free archive of newspapers across Colorado dating 
from their inception until 1924. Click the “Colorado Historic Newspapers” link under “Other 
Resources” near the bottom of our home page. 

●  
As always, we are available to help, albeit remotely - if you have any questions about accessing these 

resources, getting a temporary library card, or need general guidance or assistance then please email us at 
info@mancoslibrary.org and we will get back to you as soon as possible. Stay home, stay safe and stay 
informed! 

 

 

 

Adult Programs – From the Desk of Midge Kirk 

Greetings all. I hope this finds you well. These are strange times.  Since spring is around the corner, the 
Seed Lending Library has a different look this year.  Because we are closed during the vital time for starting 
seeds, all seeds are at the Share House in Cortez. They are doing wonderful work in our community and that 
seems like best place for now.  Hopefully, next year we will resume directly at the Library. Happy Planting.   
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I have a few ideas about planting that I would like to share with you. It can be very therapeutic!  It signifies 

newness, growth and hope.  I know some of you are already getting your fingers in the dirt. My hope is that 
the Victory Garden will be revived.  Cliché as it may seem, I think it makes enormous sense: Buy local and 
support the local farming community.  Grow when you can.  Even if you just grow lettuce, let's say, in a 
container. Sprout, do microgreens, and supplement your diet in a safe, inexpensive and healthy way.  It 
makes so much sense.  If you have a plot of land, be grateful, tend it, plant it and work it.  If you have a pot of 
soil, plant it! Just my two cents worth. Seeds from another year? They will most likely germinate.   

 
Kathy Graf will present an online FB event, Rock Painting Workshop on April 23, at 1pm.  Please visit the 

event page for a complete supply list. They are probably things you have around the house and collecting the 
rocks will get you outside!  If you have questions,  email Kathy at kgraf@mancoslibrary.org.  

 
I am not flooding the Library FB page with ideas. I make only an occasional post. However, I do have a 

folder full of great ideas, opportunities, streaming and online info.  So many have stepped up to offer free 
classes, virtual almost everything; concerts, classes, tours, and much more.  If you are hankering for 
something just email  me at mkirk@mancoslibrary.org  and challenge me to find it and I’ll try!  Or, if you are 
just wanting some random places to explore virtually, I will send them to you. We are all in this together and 
we will make it!  Sending big love out to you all. I miss you!! 

Young Adult Programs – From the Desk of Jenni Kitchen, YA Coordinator  

Open Up to Poetry 

April is National Poetry Month.  As many of you may know I love poetry, so much that I 

have facilitated an Open Mic Poetry Night for the past few years at the library.  This year 

we cannot gather in person, but I invite you all to find some poetry to share with each 

other.  If you don’t have a poetry book lying around the house you can visit poets.org and 

sign up to receive a poem a day throughout the whole month of April.  You may also search 

for that poem you remember from ‘so long ago’ that you may have almost forgotten about 

until now. ;) 

I am passionate about poetry because it has always been there for me, like a best friend 

when I need a smile or a good cry.  It can help uncover deepest feelings and it explores 

deepest fears.  It is romantic and I’m not just talking about love for somebody, but 

romantic in the way that nature is romantic.  It can rhyme or it can have no rhyme.  It can 

be very structured or have absolutely no structure.  You can read it once and know exactly 

what it says to you or struggle over it many times and barely get a comprehension as to 

what the meaning behind the words may be.  
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While we are all home isolating ourselves in care for everyone, read some poetry with 

your family or gather online and read your favorite poems with your friends.  A great game 

to play with others that will create a very unique poem is Exquisite Corpse.  If you can 

figure out how to play this online let me know. 

May we all stay strong for each other.  

 

Children’s Programs – From Julie Hartline, Children’s Librarian  

During these uncertain times, we must remember that lovingly tending to the mental health and 
well-being of the children in our community is paramount.  Imagine seeing our world as it is today 
through a child’s eyes. How can we help them to make sense of it all? How can we help them to feel 
peaceful and find joy each day? How do we help them to know that they are an integral part of the 
Mancos community? Here are a few simple ideas for families and kiddos to encourage calm, joy, gratitude, 
and community: 

 
● Create a gratitude jar (or box). Have family members write (or draw) what they are 

grateful for throughout the day/week. Gather as a family and pass the jar around as each 
one is read aloud. 

● Make signs and pictures of encouragement and hang them in the windows for the world to 
see. 

● Make a Mind Calm jar. Have kiddos collect dirt and small rocks and place them in a clear 
container with water. Fasten the lid tightly. Invite them to shake the jar and watch as the 
debris swirls. Explain that this is how our minds can feel when we worry or feel anxious. 
Now watch as the rocks and dirt settle to the bottom; this is a calm mind. Invite kids to 
shake the jar whenever their minds feel unsettled and to watch as everything slowly sinks 
to the bottom. 

● Write a song together! Kids love to make up little ditties and they are doing it all the 
time…why not join the fun? 

 
Please see our website for a list of online resources for parents and children including article about how 

to talk to kids of all ages about Covid-19 and online read alouds from some of our favorite children’s 
authors. Stay safe and be well!! 

News from Bernadette Tutthill, Circulation Manager  

I just want to remind everyone to please keep all books and library materials at home until the library 
reopens.  We are renewing and waiving all fines.  The email notices are automatically sent, so please 
ignore them. 
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Also, lots of ebooks and audiobooks on the website to download while we are at home. 
 
Be safe, stay well. 
News From Kathy Graf 
 
Kathy is going to offer a fun Rock Painting Workshop.  It will be a virtual workshop, in a FB live 

event.  It should be a lot of fun.  It will be live on April 23rd, at 1 pm.  If you are not on FB and 
interested contact Kathy at kgraf@mancoslibrary.org.  

 
Be creative and use what you have around the house. Suggested supplies: 

   
paper towels of rags 
 
Small river rocks, smooth--soaked, washed, rinsed and sun dried.                 Acrylic paints 
 
Round brushes, sizes 1,2,3  For details, sizes 0, 00, 000                                Hard lead pencil, at least 2H 
 
Small plate to put paints on                                                                              Fineliner Sharpie for detailing 
 
Cup with water to rinse out paintbrushes                                                         and outlining.  
 
Paper towels or rags 
 
 

 
 

Tech News from Jody Payne 

Jody is able to assist you in a limited capacity if you have burning issues while we are all isolated. 
His email is tech@mancoslibrary.org.   

A word from Ryan Matthews, our Lego and Game Master 

HEALTHY GAMER 

VASSAL www.vassalengine.org Vassal is a game engine for building and playing online adaptations of board games 
and card games. Play live on the Internet or by email. Hundreds of "Modules" (Games) that have been created. One of 
My favorites is Malifaux. 
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LEGO  
https://www.lego.com/en-us/kids is a site for LEGO games. Before downloading, please consult your 
parents/Guardians or the Information Tech. in your home first. 

Don't forget that you will need to find a way to get exercise, stretching, proper nutrition and practice good hygiene 
between matches. Take breaks often and hydrate. 

OTHER THINGS YOUR LIBRARY CAN OFFER YOU RIGHT NOW: 

Upcoming Montezuma County Virtual Pro Se Clinic (VPC) Free Legal Clinic:  
Tuesday April 14, 2020 from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM   
- contact your local Mancos Library at (970) 394-0273 to be added to the sign-up sheet 
 
Despite the COVID-19 closures of libraries across Colorado, the Virtual Pro Se Clinic (VPC) clinics will still be held as 

scheduled. We're able to do this and keep clinic patrons safe because our volunteer attorneys already work remotely. As 
a work-around, instead of clinic patrons coming in-person to your local public library (which is closed), the volunteer 
attorney will call the clinic patron's telephone directly, using the phone number provided to your library staff. Although VPC 
clinic patrons will see a slight shift in how our free legal support is delivered, they should experience no significant 
disruption in service.  

 
Your local library staff will schedule all appointments, and the volunteer attorney will call each clinic patron directly by 

telephone. For this reason, it is especially important that a reliable phone number be included for scheduling clinic 
patrons. Contact your local library at (970) 394-0273 to be added to the sign-up sheet. 

 

A Message from Fiends 

April Friends meeting is cancelled and we will not be having a spring book sale this year. Hoping to 
have our big annual Mancos Days sale. Stay safe and we will see you when this is over!  
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