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Monthly Newsletter                  February 2020 
 

Mancos Public Library 
PO Box 158, 211 West First St. 

  Mancoslibrary.org  970-533-7600 

 

 "An informed citizenry is at the heart of 
a dynamic democracy" - Thomas 
Jefferson 

  

 

From the Desk of the Director, Lee Hallberg 

Did you know that 25% of adults say they have not read a book in 
the last year? Most people find themselves too busy or too 
distracted to sit down and read beyond occasionally scrolling and 
skimming on their phone. However, research is proving that regular 
reading has a real impact on your life at home and at work. Here are 
a few of the benefits of reading: 
  

1. It will make you smarter! Just like a workout routine for your 
body improves your physical fitness, reading is a workout for 
your brain. It not only helps you expand your knowledge, but 
it can help you be more empathetic, and improve your 
emotional intelligence and ability to work with others. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

February 20 

Death Café  

February 13 Marketing for your 
Small Business or Non Profit with 
Rachael Simbeck a 
collaboration with the Mancos 
Valley Chamber 

February 27 Chuck Greaves, 
Community Discussion; Church 
of the Graveyard Saints. Last in 
the Four Corners One Book 
Initiative. 

Ongoing YA Events 

Outdoor Adventures runs 
through May and is still 
accepting children 9 to 12 years 
of age. We meet every Friday 
from 1 to 3 pm for outdoor fun. 

The first Saturday of each month 
is Teen Cafe.   We have a NEW 
TIME, from 5 to 8pm.  Something 
different going on each month. 

Teen Game Night is the 3rd 
Friday of each month. Gaming 
galore, video games and 
tabletop, still the same time 7 -
10 pm. 
   

Story time happens every 
Thursday for young ones and their 
parents at 10:30 am. It is GREAT 
fun! 
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2. Reading reduces stress. Listening to an audio book on the way home or reading before bed 
can reduce your stress, lower your blood pressure, improve your quality of sleep, and leave 
you more rested for the next day. 

 
3. Fiction can improve your creativity. Studies by the University of Toronto show that readers 

of fiction showed more creativity in problem solving than readers of non-fiction essays. Fiction 
readers also showed less need for closure and were more open-minded. 

 
4. If you read, your kids are more likely to read. Everyone wants their children to read, and to 

do well on standardized tests. The best way to encourage your children to read is for them to 
see YOU reading. Put down your device and pick up a book. Better yet, read together with 
your children and aloud to each other. Listen to audio books in the car and discuss what 
you’ve read. You will be amazed at the results. 

 
5. And, you could live longer. If you combine the effects of the first four on this list, you might 

not be surprised that Yale researchers have also found that people who read for 30 minutes a 
day lived 23 months longer than those who didn’t read or who read magazines. 

 
So, you could be smarter, more creative, more understanding, less stressed, have more successful 
kids, and live longer. Ready to start? Stop by the library and pick up a new book today! 

Adult Programs – From the Desk of Midge Kirk  

The collaboration with the Arts District and the Chamber on the first FB for Your Business, was a 
resounding success.  Thank you to Anne Beach and Maggie Goodell. It is always such fun to 
collaborate with you!  

Rachael Simbeck will present Marketing for Your Small Business or Non Profit. This is a collaboration 
with the Mancos Valley Chamber of Commerce.  

Death Café continues to thrive, as a way of connecting and normalizing an otherwise potentially 
morbid subject.  The Third Thursday of each month at 5:30. Join us for tea, cake and discussion. 

Chuck Greaves will be with us on February 27th for the final installment of Four Corners One Book. He 
will lead a community discussion about the book.  

Young Adult Programs – From the Desk of Jenni Kitchen, YA Coordinator  

For our readers the quote, “books change lives” is certainly something they have heard before. I 
invite all lovers of words, books, and libraries to join in some of the fun of February. The 1st day of the 
month is “Take Your Kid to the Library Day” and “World Read Aloud Day.” The 11th day of February 
is “Safer Internet Day” and the 14th is “International Book Giving Day.” You can delve into cultural 
diversity and awareness of linguistics with “International Mother Language Day” on February 21st. 
On the 26th celebrate “Tell a Fairytale Day” followed by “Digital Learning Day” on the 27th. The 
week of February 23rd to the 29th, Canadians celebrate “Freedom to Read Week” which is much 
like our “Banned Books Week” in the fall (Sept. 27th-Oct. 3rd this year). 
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So back to my first line about books changing lives. As a librarian, I enjoy the freedom to read  and 
believe all people should have the materials they want to read or view available to them.  This does 
not mean I believe every view that is printed but simply because I do not agree with it doesn’t 
mean someone else doesn’t deserve the opportunity to form their own opinion. Intellectual 
freedom is a right of all people. It is a basic right to hold, receive, and disseminate ideas.  We can 
inform ourselves and decide for ourselves. So go enjoy what you like, read a favorite of yours to your 
kid or grandkid, check out something new with an open mind, and flourish. Our democracy was 
founded on this freedom. 

Children’s Programs – From Julie Hartline, Children’s Librarian  

If you haven’t been in the children’s library lately we’d love to invite you to take a look around and 
enjoy some of our latest additions! Our Littles’ Learning Station is up and running and ready for our 
youngest patrons. This area provides a three-sided easel for adult/child early learning activities and 
has been made possible with the generous support of the Buell Foundation. Materials such as chalk, 
crayons, and storytelling magnets are available at the front desk for loan. We have also added a 
puppet tree which displays many wonderful puppets that were recently donated to the library and 
are now available for all kiddos to enjoy.  

As spring nears, keep your eyes open for opportunities to help complete our beautiful outdoor 
classroom. We are putting the final touches on our plant wish list, lining up an irrigation system, and 
will be launching another fundraising campaign. If you would like to contribute to the outdoor 
classroom, tax deductible donations may be made directly to the library or through our GoFundMe 
page.  

As always, we’d love to have you and your children join us for our youth programming including 
Storytime, Science Friday, LEGO Lab, Outdoor Adventures, Summer Reading Program, Healthy 
Gaming, and 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten. For more information, times, and days, please visit 
the library’s website. 

News from Bernadette Tutthill, Circulation Manager  

Bernadette was greatly missed while she was away on vacation in sunny climes.  Welcome back 
Bernadette!  She says she had a marvelous time and is looking forward to seeing everyone now that 
she is back.   

News from Shari Dunn, Development, Art Wall and Great Decisions Host 

Proposals are being submitted to various funders for underwriting of programs and services provided 
by the Library. 

The Art Wall is hosting Jeff Clarke’s photographic magic through February. His exhibit, “Wild and 
Beautiful,” focuses on landscapes and wildlife. 

The 2020 version of Great Decisions kicks off on Wednesday, February 12, at 10:15. The first topic this 
year is Climate Change and the World Order. Great Decisions is a discussion group focusing on 
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international affairs and is based on topics researched and presented by the Foreign Policy Institute. 
Discussions are held at the Library on the second and fourth Wednesdays. Eight topics are 
presented each year. Contact Shari Dunn for more information. 

News from Kathy Graf, our Cataloging Queen 

Our Passive Programming Window, at the front door, is available for all.  Each month Kathy puts up 
a different, small activity that each person should be able to take part in. Some will lean towards 
younger children and others will lean towards adults, but each should be able to be completed, by 
anyone, if with help.  This month is a little different and exciting; it is Library Trivia!  For adults, young 
adults, and two different categories for our younger patrons.  Stop by the table and fill out a Trivia 
form!  It is fun, and there will be prizes at the end of the month for the person with the most correct 
answers.  NOTE: Kathy requests that you pick your brain, NOT Googles.   

Kathy continues to catalogue new and donated books.  Next month there will be some more new 
books!  

Tech News from Jody Payne 

Jody is settling in well.  He has learned the ropes quickly!  We are happy to have him. He is 
scheduling tech times Thursday and Saturday. Please sign up as usual, at the Circulation desk. If you 
haven’t had the pleasure of meeting him, please stop in on Thursday, Friday, after three or Saturday 
and meet him!  

A word from Ryan Matthews, our Lego and Game Master 

Ryan is still our Lego Master, and is doing Healthy Gaming with our youth. Both are quite successful. 
He is also hosting trivia a few times a week. This is a play by play update from our Trivia Maestro, 
from last week: Another great turnout at the Brewery with 4 full teams! Teams were "Tic Tac Toe 
Champions of the World" "Irish Wristwatch" "Popcorn Blvd" and "Anarchy Farm." Categories were 
General Knowledge, Food and Drink and 1970s' one hit wonders. After round 2 it looked as if "Irish 
Wristwatch" was going to win but "Popcorn Blvd." had a sweeping final round with a perfect 10 of 10 
on 70s' one hit wonders. We were tied at 24pts between the 2 teams at the end of the 3rd round 
and "Popcorn Blvd" answered all 3 of the tie breakers to win tonight's game!” 

News from Shawn Potter 

I know many of you have messed Shawn for a while now.  I know we sure have.  She has surgery on 
a foot after an injury but is healing nicely.  I am sure she is as anxious to be back as we are to have 
her back. Send her good vibes, so the healing continues.  

New Books  

Easy Fiction:   

The Bakeshop Ghost by Jacqueline K. Ogburn 
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Junior Fiction: 

The Rest of us Just Live Here by Patrick Ness 

Junior Non-Fiction: 

NASCAR Blast by David Clayton 

Young Adult Nonfiction: 

Let's Make Ramen!  A Comicbook Cookbook by Hugh Amano 

Young Adult Fiction: 

Tone Deaf by Olivia Rivers 

Parenting: 

Mama's Milk is Gone 

Adult Mystery: 

Criss Cross by James Patterson 

Adult Nonfiction: 

Catch and Kill:  Lies, Spies, and a conspiracy to protect Predators by Ronan Farrow 

What Else is New at the Library?  

Tax forms are in!  

The Monthly Focus is Black History Month.  Stop by and see the lovely display that Gloria Thatch 
Woody has put up for all to enjoy.   

Check out what we are reading and liking on the Staff Pick Shelf. It is not just staff picks either, 
patron picks are solicited too. We want to know what you are reading and like.  There are forms for 
you to fill out on the Pick shelves. Don’t be shy! 
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Health Tips from Montezuma County Health Department 

 

 

 

Message from the Friends of the Library                              

The Friends of the Library annual Valentine’s Day bake sale is right around the corner. Be sure to stop 
by the library on Friday, Feb. 14 to purchase some goodies. To donate baked goods or candy, drop 
off your donation at the library on the 13th or early on the 14th. No items that require refrigeration, 
please. And it helps if you would label allergens like nuts. The sale runs 8 am – 4 pm. 

Friends is a volunteer organization that supports and promotes the Mancos Public Library. 
Membership forms can be found near the sale books and in the Friends’ corner. See you at the 
library. 
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Don’t forget to peruse our sale book shelf under the art wall at the library. Friends is a volunteer 
organization that supports and promotes the Mancos Public Library. Membership forms can be 
found near the sale books and in the Friends’ corner. See you at the library. 
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