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Monthly Newsletter                  January 2020 
 

Mancos Public Library 
PO Box 158, 211 West First St. 

  Mancoslibrary.org  970-533-7600 

 

“When in doubt, go to the Library.”  J.K Rowling  

   

 

 

From the Desk of the Director, Lee Hallberg 

As we turn the page on 2019, I want to wish all of our patrons and 
community members a blessed 2020. 

The role of the Mancos Public Library is to serve as the bastion of 
free information and ideas for all of the residents and visitors to 
Mancos Valley, and we work hard to fulfill that mission in every 
interaction. In order for us to be effective in doing our job, we need 
to hear from you. Every suggestion, every recommendation, every 
criticism is taken to heart and analyzed within the framework of the 
needs of the community. If we can provide for you without limiting 
the needs and freedoms of the rest of our patrons, then we will. 

I am pleased that with this new year we will have new opportunities 
to help every one of you meet your informational needs, whatever 
they may be or whatever one’s personal beliefs. In this age of “fake 

 

Upcoming Events 

January 16 

Death Café  

January 23 

Program for business FB and 
Web page design with the 
Chamber at the Library 

January 30 

Jen Paschal, and her Cranial 
Sacral work, Business in Your 
Backyard. 

Ongoing YA Events 

Outdoor Adventures runs 
through May and is still 
accepting children 9 to 12 years 
of age. We meet every Friday 
from 1 to 3 pm for outdoor fun. 

The first Saturday of each month 
is Teen Cafe.  Something 
different going on each month. 

Teen Game Night is the 3rd 
Friday of each month. Gaming 
galore, video games and 
tabletop. 

   

Story time happens every 
Thursday for young ones and their 
parents at 10:30 am. It is GREAT 
fun! 
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news” and divisiveness, our staff is here to help you weed through the misinformation in your search 
for the truth. 

“On the mountains of truth you can never climb in vain: either you will reach a point higher up 
today, or you will be training your powers so that you will be able to climb higher tomorrow.” - 
Friedrich Nietzsche 

Happy New Year! 

Adult Programs – From the Desk of Midge Kirk  

Death Café continues to thrive, as a way of connecting and normalizing an otherwise potentially 
morbid subject.  The Third Thursday of each month at 5:30. Join us for tea, cake and discussion. 

Business in Our Backyards presents Cranial Sacral Therapist, Jen Paschal for an informal but 
informative discussion on her practice. 

The Library and the Chamber of Commerce are responding to a need the community has 
identified for more support for non-profits and small businesses with a workshop on how to set up 
and market with FB and a webpage.  Maggie Goodell and Anne Beach will offer their expertise.  

Young Adult Programs – From the Desk of Jenni Kitchen, YA Coordinator  

Step Outside Your Comfort Zone in 2020 

We have all heard the phrase “don’t judge a book by its cover.” Yet we have all made 
presumptions about someone or something, at some time or another, based on a first impression. By 
doing so we may have missed the opportunity to get to know someone or something better. We 
cannot be identified fully by our outside appearance and prejudging others cannot inform us of 
their value. We are more than what we look like; we have words, actions, and ideas that inform our 
true identity.   Without actually reading a book we cannot tell if it is good or bad. Without speaking 
with an individual we cannot decide what kind of character they may be.  Pick up that boring 
covered book. Read that title that shocked you upon first notice. Speak with that person who looks 
different. Step outside what you would normally do and try something different. 

Children’s Programs – From Julie Hartline, Children’s Librarian  

Happy New Year from the Children’s Library!! We’ve been hibernating over the holidays but we’re 
gearing up for a busy year ahead. Keep your eyes open for changes to the children’s room and our 
outdoor classroom!! 

With the generous support of the Buell Foundation, we will be carving out more space for little ones 
with the creation of early literacy learning centers and cozy adult/child reading nooks. The outdoor 
classroom has been transformed this past year under the skilled guidance of Michael McMillian, 
owner of Solstice Sown Designs. This spring, with the help of the Mancos community, and funding 
from Patagonia, we will begin planting our flower and herb gardens in the classroom and 
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reinstating the beehive. The outdoor classroom is open to the public and can be scheduled for use 
by any community member!! 

We’d love to have you and your children join us for our youth programming including Storytime, 
Science Friday, LEGO Lab, Outdoor Adventures, Summer Reading Program, Healthy Gaming, and 
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten. For more information, times, and days, please visit the library’s 
website. 

News from Bernadette Tutthill, Circulation Manager  

Bernadette keeps our circulation desk running efficiently. She finds Inter Library Loans for those who 
want items that are not in the Aspencat system.  She keeps all the books on the shelf for the five 
bookclubs that we host. No small feat! She will also be letting you know when your books are 
overdue!  Big thanks to Bernadette.  

News from Shari Dunn, Development, Art Wall and Great Decisions Host.  

Multiple proposals are being submitted to various funders for underwriting of programs and services 
provided by the Library.  

The Art Wall is hosting Jeff Clarke’s photographic magic January 6-31. His exhibit, “Wild and 
Beautiful,” focuses on landscapes and wildlife. 

Great Decisions, a discussion group focusing on international affairs, will begin the 2020 session on 
January 29. Discussions are held at the Library at 10:15 on the second and fourth Wednesdays. The 
discussions are based on topics presented in a briefing booklet and video produced by the Foreign 
Policy Institute. Topics this year include: Climate Change; India and Pakistan; The Red Sea Region; 
Human Trafficking; Northern Triangle; China in Latin America; The Philippines; and AI and Data. 

News from Kathy Graf, our Cataloging Queen 

Our Passive Programming Window, at the front door, is available for all.  Each month Kathy puts up 
a different, small activity that each person should be able to take part in. Some will lean towards 
younger children and others will lean towards adults, but each should be able to be completed, by 
anyone, if with help.  Kathy continues to catalogue new and donated books.  Next month there will 
be some more new books!  

Tech News from Jody Payne 

Welcome to our New Tech Manager, Jody Payne! He is busy getting acclimated and is here on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. More from Jody next month.  

A word from Ryan Matthews, our Lego and Game Master 

Winter LEGO Lab Starting January 17th and then every First and Third Friday of the month. It is open 
to 7-13 year olds and is from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. After another great performance in November, the 
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kids are eager to get back to work on new designs. We expecting upwards of 15-20 children this 
season! 

Healthy Gamers is every second Friday of the month, beginning in February.  The Next Meetup is 
scheduled for Tuesday, January 14, from 4 pm to 6 pm. Currently the class is in the middle of 
designing their own game. Topics covered will be game history, ergonomics and possibly a written 
assignment and presentations (Backstory to their Alien Species).  Limited to 10 participants. 

 

New Books  

Eat Clean Live Clean by Terry Walters  

The Institute by Stephen King 

Vegetables Unleashed by Jose Andres 

The Inn by James Patterson  

Journeys with the Divine Feminine, edited by Sue Fitzmaurice 

 

What Else is New at the Library?  

There is a GOOD NEWS corner just inside the front door. It focuses on just that, GOOD NEWS!  It is 
local (Mancos) whenever possible. This month it highlights Cherry Creek student, Krith Ramsesh who 
won 75,000 for his work on spinal surgery.  His project took a video game and turned it into a way for 
surgeons to perform better spinal surgeries!  

We have a monthly focus board that is currently where the seed library will be in spring, just around 
the corner from the front door and to the right. It highlights different and interesting topics each 
month. January is looks at Slavery and Human Trafficking.  

Big thanks to Barbara Blackford who processes our new books.  You are amazing Barbara and we 
really, really appreciate you!  

Thanks to our student volunteer, Elizabeth “Lizzy” Mykytiuk who helps us in many ways, from shelving 
to processing books.    

Thanks to Patty Harpham for keeping our Magazines in order and up to date.  

We love our volunteers, THANK YOU.  

Staff Picks are back!  Check out what we are reading and liking. 

Lee’s Picks, Children of Time by Adrian Tchaikovsky   
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Midge’s  Pick, The Library Book by Susan Orlean 

Julie’s Pick, The Hummingbird’s Daughter by Luis Alberto Urrea. 

Jenni’s Pick, Sex and Violence by Carrie Mesbobian 

 

Health Tips 

FROM MONTEZUMA COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH:  

“We now have reports of a norovirus-like illness in Montezuma County. This further emphasizes the 
need for proper cleaning and handwashing. Wash your hands, wash your hands, wash your hands! 
If you have a gastrointestinal illness with vomiting and diarrhea, stay at home. This may be hard 
during the holidays, but it also keeps others from contracting the virus. See our previous posts for 
more information and cleaning suggestions for norovirus.” 

Good tips for remaining healthy!  

 

Message from the Friends of the Library     

Advance Notice: The Friends of the Library is preparing our annual Valentine’s Day bake sale. We 
are hoping to have a gloriously wide selection of goodies for purchase. So … if you or someone you 
know is a baker or candy maker who would like to donate, please contact Anne at 970-946-7039 or 
just drop off any items at the library on the 13th or early on the 14th. For more information feel free to 
call the Library.  

Don’t forget to peruse our sale book shelf under the art wall at the library. Friends is a volunteer 
organization that supports and promotes the Mancos Public Library. Membership forms can be 
found near the sale books and in the Friends’ corner. See you at the library. 

 

 

 

 


